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Criminal Victimization at School 
Victimization has been rampant in most schools in the United States since 1995 in regards to table 3.1 of Indicators of School Crime and Safety report. The rise of criminal victimization and violence is attributed to places where adolescents spend a lot of time; in this case, in schools. Criminal victimization is a type of crime that involves threatening a fellow student using weapons such as pocket knives or through bullying. The bullied student becomes a victim of criminal victimization if the oppressor decides to take action on their word. For example, if the oppressor was a violent teenager in nature, the individual might pick a fight with the victim as a way of showing their prowess, in turn, injuring the other student. In turn, the victim becomes fearful and ends up suffering psychologically and emotionally, primarily if the school administrator does not handle the matter. The paper will discuss the statistics of criminal victimization over the years, the reason behind the criminal victimization, and the solutions.
According to Robers et al (2015), in the Indicators of School Crime and Safety Report, the characteristics of victimization crimes in schools are based on the gender, type of school, ethnicity, and the grade level. In 1995, the rates of all criminal victimizations such as theft, bullying, rape, and robbery with violence among the students inside the school were higher compared to that of 1999. During the year 1995, 10% of male students reported some of the above crimes, such as theft, while the girls who reported crimes like rape was 9%. Although girls are often victimized in schools, their reporting rate was lower compared to that of the boys because of fear of stigmatization. In 1999 the rates of crimes had reduced, and so were the reporting rates of victimization. The rates reduced to 3% among the gender and ethnicity groups for students in grades 6 to 12 (Robers et al., 2015).
There are reasons why these school crimes were rampant from1995 to 1999. Some of these reasons were based on family issues, substance abuse, mental health, academic performance, the environment, friends, and self-esteem. Teenagers are trying to figure out their lives and know who they are and what they aspire to be soon. A lot is expected of them by their guardians, parents, and teachers as well, so there is some level of pressure among teenagers (Idris et al., 2018). Some cave into the pressure around them while others do their best not to, and this results in the development of issues that make these teenagers act out. In a school setting, there are levels of majority; there is the popular majority and the not so popular, and these groups sometimes can either make an individual or destroy them. Many of these students during this time are trying to fit into these categories, and some end up engaging in illegal activities to get noticed.
The level of student misbehaviors is part of the above reasons, for instance, in the case of family issues. Students whose parents are violent towards them or do not show or care about them tend to act out and exhibit violent behavior or bottle up issues because they cannot express their feelings. If they are not looked into, such feelings may cause an uproar of violent behavior because of suppressing emotions; this result in a teenager to start behaving violently towards their fellow students or friend and, in the end, becomes a bully. They start bullying to feel important and superior as they instill fear among their fellow students creating criminal victimization (Sampson, 2016). Students who have often been bullied tend to avoid school at all costs because they are not comfortable anymore since they feel that the school is not safe anymore. Due to that, the number of students who were afraid of being attacked or injured by these bullies rose by 50% in the year 1995. Some of the students even stopped frequenting certain places in schools such as cafeterias due to fear of being attacked; they avoided those places for their safety.
As mentioned earlier, some characteristics of crime victimization in schools are based on ethnicity. Those who engage in school crimes in the year 1995 to 1999 were mostly students from the African American community and Hispanic (Robers et al., 2015). It is so because of the family issues and the environment they are raised in. Most of these students come from low-income family backgrounds where they have little or no food, and they lack parental supervision because their parents are always working to put food on the table. These parents have no clue what their children engage themselves in after school or during the weekend.
Some of these teenagers join gang groups in the neighborhood to make money for buying school supplies, food, or clothes. They start dealing with drugs early and even pushing them to make ends meet. When they report in school, they instill fear because in the groups they are in, they get to have their guns for conducting business. So, if one of the students picks a fight with them or they get bullied due to their skin color, they retaliate in a bid to protect themselves, and this results in them pulling out a gun that should not be in school in the first place. Most students will be even more afraid to attend a school or be associated with that kind of student for fear of losing their lives in the process should there be any fights; such scenarios happen in students who are in higher grades like grade 12 or 11 (Idris et al., 2018).
Female students' criminal victimization is mainly based on rape. The female students are highly vulnerable to this type of victimization because of their weak nature. When a female student goes through such an ordeal, they become traumatized and reporting it becomes harder because they are threatened by these perpetrators not to report them to the school administration, if they do, they will be killed. In that scenario, female students who have been sexually assaulted by their fellow students become victimized due to fear of losing their lives and in the process ashamed due to the occurrence. Some end up being affected mentally and psychologically due to the trauma. Mental health is another cause of school crime and criminal victimization. In 1999 the Colombia High School massacre was conducted by students of that same school, and for one to commit such a heinous crime at that age was not a normal phenomenon (Azam & Ferrero, 2017). During this time, a lot of students killed others injured due to the religion they believed in and what type of sports they play. In trying to understand this occurrence, the two students were often together and instilled fear in other students based on how they carried themselves in school. They took guns to school on that fateful day. They did the unimaginable as a way of retaliating for being bullied; most students, especially those who were injured, experienced criminal victimization, and are traumatized by the ordeal to date. 
Schools are supposed to be a safe space for most students, no matter where they are coming from. As stated earlier, the rates of crime in school had reduced by 1999. To protect the students in school or make the school environment safe, the following should be followed. First, the school administration should stop fights as they are about to happen or try to stop bullies from bullying students. Instead of stigmatizing the bullies, the school can appoint qualified school guidance and counselor to guide them and get to understand the root cause of their behavior (Crawford & Burns, 2016). Even though criminal victimization is wrong, students and teachers alike should try and understand why they behave in that manner since they are going through a lot at such a young age and retaliating or bullying is how they cope. 
Again, parents should be watchful with what their children are up to and keep tabs with the activities and friends they keep; this will reduce the idea of retaliating and acting out in the long run. They should also stop pressurizing their children into getting better grades in school, even if it is for their good. Instead, they should encourage them when they have not done well. Besides in the environment the students are living in, the parents should protect their children at all cost from any form of these dangerous groups by reporting the activities to the police to create a safe environment for their children; this will, in turn, reduce the crime rates and radicalization of children (Crawford & Burns, 2016). 
Energized in the inspiration of Jesus Christ, we hold in regards all individuals' remarkable abilities, considering their gratification, and we aspire to pursue one's responsibility towards greatness in all our endeavors. The quality of our people’s work depends on the accords plus a decent variety of our friends, and getting the hang of living, and working amicably. We look for connections and build relationships with people in our community. We divide our success by participating in community-based activities as a means of giving back to society, and we respect and treat others kindly with compassion and understanding.
In conclusion, having discussed the statistics of criminal victimization in schools from 1995 to 1999, reasons behind the criminal victimization and the solutions, it is evident that criminal victimization in schools has impacted fear among students. In those five years, this victimization has reduced due to the introduction of school safety initiatives whose aim is to protect the students in general by creating a safe environment in school.
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